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BALDWIN BROTHERS & CO. 

IN response to the widespread demand that has 
* taken place for high class decorative materials, 
Baldwin Brothers & Co. have established an em- 
porium of decorative art leathers, suitable for wall 
hangings, furniture coverings, screens, etc., at No. 
8 East 18th St., New York City. They manufacture 
reproductions in art leather of the famous Flemish, 
Florentine, and Venetian 16th and 17th century 
work. The designs wrought upon their leathers are 
hand-tooled on their surface, after the manner of 
the ancient patterns, and in the case of the Floren- 
tine leathers, the material is afterwards painted with 
fruits, landscapes and scroll work, in richly toned 
lacquer colors. 

As is well known, the surface of leather has been 
richly decorated for many centuries with rich de- 
signs, chiefly in the style of the Italian, Spanish, 
German and French Renaissance. Three different 
processes are employed in producing the patterns. 
The first, and most universal, is by embossing the 
pattern on the surface of the leather by means of 
differently shaped tools ; another method is by soft- 
ening the leather and beating it into moulds, or 
matrices, wherein richly modelled patterns are cut 
in intaglio. The leather, after being beaten into 
these moulds, and afterwards dried, retains the pat- 
tern in the form of high embossing upon the sur- 
face, and splendid effects are obtainable by this 
process. Another method of decorating leather was 
the Spanish system of cutting the surface of the 
leather by means of a triangular knife, and in this 
way outlining the ornament thereon. This method is 
not practiced by Baldwin Brothers, for the simple 
reason that, the surface of the leather being the 
stronger part, the strength of the leather is neces- 
sarily lessened by being cut, and leather decorated 
in this manner will not last as long as that which is 
hand-tooled or pressed into moulds. 

These different methods refer, of course, only to 
the method of producing the patterns, and in addi- 
tion to these the use of gold and silver leaf in the 
patterns, and the treating of the leather in various 
lacquer colors and solutions, is a no less important 
part of the process of decorating them. It is usual 
where the richest effects are desired to cover the 
leather with gold leaf, either wholly or in part, ac 
cording to the nature of the pattern desired. Richly 
tooled patterns, on a surface of gold or silver leaf, 
produce exquisite effects, and we have been shown 
upholstery panels on chairs which will wear for 
centuries, so great is the care bestowed upon the 
enrichment and manipulation of the patterns pro- 
duced on the leather. 

Baldwin Brothers have been for many years en- 
gaged in the business, having been employed by a 
well known manufacturer of art leathers, but have 
recently begun hubiness for themselves, with a full 
knowledge of the various methods employed in pro- 
ducing the finest work. They have already provided 
decorative leathers for the enrichment of private 
dwellings, hotels, etc., in this city, and an apart- 
ment recently decorated by them has the walls dec- 
orated in leather, showing panels with tooled bor- 
ders. The frieze is enriched with gold ornament, 
forming a noble decoration. To give an idea of the 
expense of the material, we may say that the twen- 
ty-four inch frieze will cost from twelve to thirty 
five dollars per yard, according to the degree of en- 
richment and work entailed upon the pattern. They 
are at present engaged upon a special contract for 
the furniture and screens for the Hotel Waldorf of 
this city. All the hall seats and chairs for the cafe 
and smoking room of the hotel are in carved oak, 
with richly illuminated leather panels. In the centre 
of each panel design on the back of the chairs is the 



monogram ll W" in German script. They have also 
just finished a magnificent screen in the German 
Renaissance style, with four leaves, measuring 6 
feet 6 inches by 4 feet 9 inches, there being three 
panels to each leaf. 

In addition to their decorative leathers, they also 
manufacture a species of embossed canvas in lacquer 
colors, to simulate the effects of real leathers. Of 
course this material is not so rich in appearance as 
the real leathers, nor is it by any means so costly, 
and at a little distance from the eye the effect sur- 
prisingly resembles decorated leather. 

All the leather used by this firm is specially tanned 
for them, the method employed being one that will 
enhance the softness and beauty of the leather 
itself. la the tanning process alone, leather may be 
made or marred, and it is well for those of our read- 
ers who wish to purchase this fine decorative mate- 
rial to be apprised of a firm who make a business of 
seeing that the tanning process is one that will give 
the greatest amount of wear to the leather. If 
leather is tanned too quickly, it may crumble to 
pieces within a year, whereas, if it be tanned prop- 
erly to suit the requirements of the material as a 
durable decorative hanging, it will last fifty years 
without showing any perceptible signs of decay. 

Those of our readers who wish to make use of 
modern hand-made reproductions of the costly illum- 
inated leathers of Italy, Spain and Holland, will do 
well to put themselves in communication with 
Baldwin Brothers & Co. 



DIE-PAINTED TAPESTRIES FOR THE 

WALDOKF HOTEL. 

ON Friday evening, the 17th of February, the 
Misses Elmer, of the Sherwood Building of 
this city, held a reception in their studio for the 
purpose of exhibiting to their friends an important 
series of decorative dye-painted tapestries, which 
they have just finished for a suite of rooms in the 
•Waldorf Hotel of this city. The rooms which are 
to be decorated with these tapestries consist of a 
parlor, boudoir and bedroom, en suite. 

The dominant note of color in the parlor is yellow 
olive, and the walls will be decorated in all with 
fifteen tapestries. There are panels after Boucher 
and Watteau, some of which are painted on velour, 
and the others on wool tapestry, reproducing with 
great fidelity the pictorial work of these masters, 
who flourished in the eighteenth century. The 
panels have a wide border in yellow olive, with 
arabesques of scroll work in the Louis XVI. style, 
in self-tones of yellow olive, with roses, the work 
being executed in low quiet tones. 

A peculiarity of the dye-painted tapestries is that 
it requires much greater work on the part of the 
artist than in the execution of the oil- painted tapes- 
tries. It is found that a great many weak washes 
in the dye of a given color will produce a certain 
tone of much greater softness and durability than 
if the same color were originally laid on in all its 
intensity by a single application. 

The boudoir will be decorated with thirteen 
tapestries, and the note of color for this apartment 
is a turquoise green. Miss Elmer assured us that 
the body color of the borders of the panels and stil- 
ings had been painted over no less than twelve 
times, producing a greeenish blue tint of exquisite 
softness and restfulness. The panels in this apart- 
ment are oval shaped, and are filled with Cupids 
disporting themselves amidst aerial effects, and the 
outer border of the panels is surrounded with gar- 
lands of roses. Each panel is further enriched by 
being surmounted by white doves, and beneath the 
panel there is a trophy of Cupid's bow and quiver 



of arrows, accompanied by a shell-like panel of the 
Rococo order, and further enriched with roses. 
Some of the panels are in the form of narrow stil- 
ings, running from floor to ceiling, down the centre 
of each being wreaths of roses suspended from a 
white ribbon. The effect is exceedingly soft and 
delicate, and the Misses Elmer are to be congratu- 
lated on the successful accomplishment of their 
undertaking. 

The bedroom is in pink, there being no less than 
seventeen tapestries employed in its decoration. 
The style of art is Louis XVI., and the various 
panels are chiefly composed of borders of Louis 
XVI. scroll arabesaues, with traceries of roses. 
There are also stilings in rose traceries, and the 
painted borders are decorated with figure panels, in 
which well modelled female figures, partially 
draped, are floating amid sky effects. The entire 
work was done by special order, which testifies to 
the high appreciation of the work of the Mfsses 
Elmer, and has added a considerable prestige to 
their abilities as artists. The greater part of the 
work has been executed personally by the two 
ladies themselves, assisted, of course, by a corps of 
lady artists, that have been specially trained for the 
work. The motto of these ladies is fidelity to art, 
rather than to make a great commercial success of 
their work. Their ambition is to produce the very 
best work that can be done in tapestry painting. 



ARTHUR GEOFFROT. 

JWIR. ARTHUR GEOFFROY of 853 Broadway, 
*** New York, agent for Birey of Paris, the well- 
known silk manufacturer (who makes a specialty of 
the reproduction of old silks, embroideries and 
tapestries), has just returned from a visit to Paris, 
■with a large importation of fine goods for upholster- 
ers and decorators, including Louis XV. and Louis 
XVI. and Empire damasks, brocades, broche and 
Lampas silks, Aubusson tapestry, bronzes and 
woodwork. Birey of Paris is considered one of the 
finest firms in that opulent centre of decorative 
goods, and the new patterns produced by him for 
the current season's trade are rich beyond descrip- 
tion. Many of the fabrics are exclusively intended 
for chair coverings, and stripes pievail in the 
majority of the Louis XV. and Louis XVI. designs. 
There is a beautiful Louis XV. pattern in which the 
stripes are in canary yellow. Another pattern has 
the ground in a solid French grey, strewn with deli- 
cate flowers, having the effect of embroidery. An 
exquisite conception consists of water green moire 
stripes, with rose bloom powderings. An Empire 
green brocade has a pattern consisting of wreaths 
and torches in grey. Some of the patterns belong 
to the transition or Directoire period, between the 
Louis XV. and Louis XVI. styles, and partake of 
the characteristics of both styles. A pearl grey silk 
panelling, with border to match, in the Louis Seize 
style, is extremely delicate. All these goods are 
rich and choice, and will produce a veritable enthus- 
iasm amongst upholsterers and decorators. A pair 
of Henri II. flax velour portieres are embroidered 
in gold tinsel, and it seems a marvel that such goods 
can be sold for the low price of $40.00 a pair, for the 
work is beyond criticism. 

Mr. Geoffroy is also the New York agent for the 
art metal works of Bricard Freres of Paris, a firm 
which has a reputation of the highest excellence. 
They manufacture sixteenth century locks, Louis 
XIV. and Louis XV. hinges, and delightful 
Renaissance castings in the form of bell-pulls, 
staircase ornaments and bas-relief bronze orna- 
ments for furniture. These furniture castings con- 
sist of scrolls, foliages, wreaths, festoons, torches, 
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appliques, friezes and borders in multitudinous 
varieties and of commanding excellence as regards 
artistic merit. Any furniture manufacturer who 
wishes to obtain the latest and most artistic of deco- 
rative metal enrichments for his furniture cannot 
do better than put himself in communication with 
Mr. Geoffroy, whose catalogues illustrate the artistic 
merits of the goods in a sumptuous manner. 



XORTHROP'S STAMPED METAL CEILINGS. 

WE have heretofore called attention to North- 
rop's Stamped Metal Ceilings as an extremely 
durable, incombustible and sanitary material for in- 
terior decoration. These ceilings are composed of 
adjustable panels, or plates, with their accessories 
of moulding, borders, cornices, etc., which are made 
of mild steel, zinc, copper, and in some cases tin 
plate, embossed with beautiful designs in relief, the 
designs being such as will harmonize with all of the 
prevailing styles of decoration; Walls, frieze, cor- 
nice, and ceiling are sheathed with these beautiful 
plates, whose heat and economic qualities render 
them an invaluable addition to the decorative 
materials of the age. 

We publish two panel designs in the Empire style, 
which are exceedingly decorative. Being very 
light, they can be placed in position by 
being nailed upon joists, the overlap- 
ping ends of the adjoining panels form- 
ing a perfect seam, which can be ren- 
dered air-tight, if necessary. The many 
great practical advantages that belong 
to this class of decorative work has led 
to its widespread use in churches, 
halls, schools, business buildings and 
residences. The choicest of designs 
can be produced in the embossed metal 
in a sufficient variety to meet many 
different tastes, sizes and purposes. 
The extraordinary ease with which 
metal ceilings can be put up by decor- 
ators or carpenters, is another reason 
for their widespread U6e, and their 
sanitary qualities recommend them for 
use in schools, hospitals, etc. In ad- 
dition to the large number of practical 
designs kept in stock, suitable for any 
kind of building, special designs are 
made to order. 

Mr. Henry S. Northrop, of 30 Rose 
St., New York, is the manufacturer of 
these stamped metal ceilings, and he 
employs a staff of competent men to 
put up and decorate his ceilings in the 
vicinity of New Tork. It is not, how- 
ever, necessary to employ special men for the work, 
as anypainstaking carpenter or paper-hanger can do 
a very satisfactory job. The only tools needed are a 
hammer, a saw for the furring, a chalk line and a 
tinner's hand shears. 

Mr. Northrop has recently published a catalogue, 
illustrating the extensive use of his metal ceilings 
in public buildings, schools, etc., which also con- 
tains a great number of the designs kept in stock, a 
copy of which can be had on application. 



yellow, chocolate, blue, and white combinations, 
most of the designs being taken from Persian and 
Moorish patterns. The tiles have a high glaze, and 
are waterproof, and are just the thing for decorating 
bathrooms and hallway dadoes. He also does a 
large business in real flooring, roofing and wall 
tiles. 



ADAMANT PLASTER. 

Office of 

COL. SINN'S NEW PARK THEATER, 

Brooklyn. 

Col. William E. Sinn, ) Manae . er8 
Mr. Walter L. Sinn, f Mana *ers. 

Managers' Office, Brooklyn, N. T., Oct. 21st, 1892. 
Mr. Frank W. Sanger, 

No. 1432 Broadway, 

New Tork City. 
My Dear Mr. Sanger : — 

Tour favor of the 19th inst. received. The 
Adamant Plaster has given us every satisfaction, and 
were we to build again, would use it. We have yet 
the first defect to find in it. I would suggest to you, 
though, to use wire lathing. I was told, when we 



necessarily compelled, by reason of modern com- 
petition and the increased demand, to be more of a 
machine than an individual, yet there is no reason 
why quality should not go hand in hand with quan- 
tity, and the demand for new designs in this 
department is no less urgent than that for cabinet 
work. The new styles of furniture that are con- 
stantly coming to the front have brass work to cor- 
respond in the form of handles, locks, hinges, 
escutcheons, etc., in the Louis Seize and Empire 
styles, and sideboard sets of brass work in the 
Italian Renaissance style. There are designs in the 
Louis Quinze style, in which a ribbon embraces the 
scrollwork, forming a pretty feature. The side- 
board drawers are finished with handles in the form 
of dolphins, and in studying work of this character 
we can perceive a great field for original design. 

The above remarks are made to call attention to 
the fine art castings and metal beading manufactur- 
ed by John S. Brown & Co., of Jersey City, N. J. 
Their New York office, situated 4 West 22nd St., is 
under the management of Mr. Cbas. Reeves, who is 
exhibiting their fine art castings, made from 
patterns only, by a new process under pressure, by 
which the cost of hand labor Is saved. They man- 
ufacture a superior quality of metal beading for the 
use of furniture manufacturers and woodworkers In 
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Empire Panel in North hop's Stamped Metal Ceilings. 



JAMES M. STOUT. 



FURNITURE and decorative woodwork are very 
often trimmed with metal and wood beading, 
which adds materially to the value of the finished 
article. Mr. James M. Stout, of 74 West 23rd st., 
New Tork, is a manufacturer of carved classic 
headings, fretwork, transoms, and spiral cut work 
of every description. His wood headings come in 
long lengths, and are made of different woods ; the 
diameters vary 1-16 inch from 3-16 inch upwards. 
Special designs are made as required. He makes a 
specialty of metal beading in polished brass, 
oxidized, mat gilt, pearl, or other finish as desired. 
He is introducing a decorative novelty in the 
shape of imported Spanish tiles for interior decora- 
tion. These tiles are made of cardboard, and have 
designs in Persian and Moorish ornament in green, 



were rebuilding, to do so, and have not regretted 
the extra cost. 

Tours very truly, 

Walter L. Sinn. 
Dictated. 



OXFORD MFG. CO. 

NO firm in its line has been more successful than 
the Oxford Mfg. Co. of Chicago. It is not the 
result of accident. Furnishing sewing machines 
direct to the consumer without having to pay mid- 
dlemen's profits has enabled them to send out their 
popular machines at figures lower than it seems 
possible to construct them. Thousands of testi- 
monials show that their customers are more than 
satisfied. Nearly 2,000 machines a month is their 
present record. Any reader of this paper can get 
free their new illustrated catalogue by simply writ- 
ing for it. 



BROWN & COMPANY'S MKTAIi BEADING. 

TPvECORATIVE metal work in the present age is 
*-' produced in a wholesale manner by the various 
methods of casting and stamping, but such material, 
a few centuries ago, was a part of the occupation of 
the goldsmith, who was equally skilled in works of 
brass and bronze as in the more costly productions 
of his art. Although the brass worker of to-day is 



general, which is made in any finish or color 
desired, and at such reduced prices as to admit of 
liberal use. This beading is turned, bored, anneal- 
ed and lacquered, and can be also had in electro 
finish in gold or silver. 

The firm are prepared to furnish metallic pro- 
ductions in bronze or brass in designs to harmonize 
with any given style of furniture. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

The Boston Herald, referring to The Decorator 
and Furnisher, states that our magazine is one 
which it is wise for every decorator and houBe furn- 
isher to consider. " Its papers," says the same au- 
thority, "are always contributed by those who 
understand thoroughly what they are writing about, 
and the innumerable suggestions never fail to be 
both timely and effective." 

Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons are preparing 
a novel and interesting contribution to the World's 
Fair in the Exhibition number of Scribner*s Maga- 
zine, to be published simultaneously with the open- 
ing of the Exposition in Chicago. Their plan is to 
publish the best example of an American magazine 
which they can make, and such will be their exhibi- 
tion at the World's Fair, in connection with the 
originals of the illustrations, MSS., blocks, etc. 
Some of the authors write of the Fair itself, but all 
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